
The Mansi photograph is a photo taken by the late Sandra Mansi in 1977 along the shores

of Lake Champlain. The photo was snapped during what Mansi and her children described as a

Champ sighting, during which the animal came up out of the water, showing its back, head and

neck. It allegedly swamp for several minutes before descending back into the water.

There is much debate surrounding several of the factors in the Mansi case. The factors

this article will discuss are the size of the object, the location of the photograph, and the distance

between the object and Mansi at the time. This article will not debate whether or not the object

was an animal or not, and it will not attempt to argue which of the locations is the correct one.

Rather, the only factors it will attempt to determine are the size of the animal based on Mansi’s

estimates of distance, as well as estimations given by researchers. By doing so, this article also

attempts to determine what the correct distance is based on surrounding information and Mansi’s

own account.

Below are diagrams regarding the St. Albans location hypothesis. They show the distance

between where Mansi would’ve been standing and the opposite shore, the assumed background

of the photograph. It indicates, too, the size estimates and corresponding distances of the object.









The same size and distance estimates are applied to the Alburgh location below.





Sandra Mansi’s testimony regarding the distance claimed that the object seemed to be

about 150 feet from her. Granted, the human ability to discern distance is often only roughly

accurate, at least in terms of exact distance. However, it does fall within Dick Raynor and Ben

Radford’s estimates. Raynor suggests that the length of the object was about that of a bicycle, or

around an average of 5 feet. Radford suggests 9 feet. This would put the object between 140 and

254 feet from Mansi.

Mansi’s own testimony, which suggested a distance of 150 feet, puts it closest to Dick

Raynor’s estimate of 5 or so feet in length.


